and Green, 2016) . The occupational therapists reported that 33% of their interventions were purposeful, 30% were occupation based and 25% were preparatory. The survey revealed that occupational therapists were seeking both standardized measures of the value of OBP and more credible evidence of its effectiveness in contrast to purposeful or preparatory interventions.
Impairment-based occupational therapy is still a predominant therapeutic approach in Japan, although the new momentum towards OBP is becoming more apparent. While there are no official data in terms of the ratio of impairment-based practice to OBP, a recent systematic review (Roll and Hardison, 2017 ) may reflect the current status in Japan. This reviewed 59 articles that addressed occupational therapy practices for adults with musculoskeletal conditions of the forearm, wrist and hand. The review found that the strongest evidence supports postsurgical early active motion protocols and splinting for various conditions, while few studies described an OBP intervention. While occupational therapists generally continue to struggle with implementing OBP (Fisher, 2013) , there are few publications about OBP at present. However, given that engagement in occupation is the primary therapeutic agent and the goal of intervention, as Fisher (2013) states, it appears very probable that OBP will be increasingly used.
Momentum towards implementing OBP in Japan has gathered over the past five years, and research and practice appears to reflect the views of the US survey's participants concerning the need for measures and more credible evidence. This can be seen, for instance, in the development of an assessment instrument for measuring occupational dysfunction to provide OBP (Teraoka and Kyougoku, 2015) and studies showing evidence of the effectiveness of OBP (Tomori et al., 2014; Nagayama et al., 2017) . It will be interesting to see if the approach is adopted more widely as research evidence increases.
British Journal of Occupational Therapy is keen to encourage high-quality and internationally relevant research from all countries and, as a member of the Editorial Board, I particularly encourage more submissions from Japan. OBP (Teraoka and Kyougoku, 2015) OBP (Tomori et al, 2014 , Nagayama et al, 2017 OBP British Journal of Occupational Therapy
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